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CHRISTINE BASTEDENBECK: Today’s date is October 10, 2001. The time is 1712 
hours. My name is Christine Bastedenbeck, | work with the New York City Fire 
Department. Today I’m conducting and interview with the following individual, 
ANDRE CHERRINGTON: Paramedic Andre Cherrington, from battalion 31, 
unit 31 Victor, tour 2 
Q: Okay, I’m just gonna ask you to tell me about the events of the morning of 


September 11", 2001 


A: Okay. 
Q: In your words. 
A: Alright, what happened was, | logged on. I started work at 8:30, and | was 


working with a gentleman who was doing overtime, so we were on our way to get some 
breakfast, and we looked to our left as we were pulling out of the garage, and we saw likea 
blast. But it didn’t seem like anything major. But then we saw the World Trade Center like, 
catch on fire. So | turned on 1010 W.I.N.S. to see if there was any news and they said that 
a plane hit. So we were thinking maybe a small plane ran out of gas and hit the building. 
So we were like okay, let’s call the dispatcher. The dispatcher had already started sending 
units. So we said well listen, 31 Victor, we are able to go. Can you send us? So they sent 
us over there. So we went on the Brooklyn Bridge, | was driving, we went on the Brooklyn 
bridge and I’m seeing people already coming across. So we got across over there, I’d say 
by city hall park and | saw a Lieutenant, Brynes from Battalion 57. And | was talking to 
him, he stopped us and people were coming to the ambulance. Nothing major, just people 
with minor cuts and scrapes. He had another unit there, so we triaged a couple of 
patients, then | requested to go more towards where it seemed more people would be hurt. 
| said to the Lieutenant, well I’m a paramedic, they probably might need me more in there. 
So he released us, said okay, find someone closer to the area, another lieutenant. So we 
went down Broadway, and as I’m driving down Broadway, everyone’s stopping the 
ambulance and coming up to us and saying so-and-so is hurt, and so-and-so is having a 


heart attack. So we stopped by each patient and pulled out the triage tags. Everyone was 
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basically a green tag, so we just kept triaging people en route to the World Trade Center. 
When we got there, we got there, | guess 9:00, 9:05, whatever, and | seen Phil Ashby there 
and he was doing triage from inside the building. We started triaging right away. | was 
taking care of a patient who was having a hard time breathing and my Partner was taking 
care of another patient. That patient jumped on, Metropolitan actually took that patient to 
the hospital. While Metropolitan took that person to the hospital, somebody came to my 
partner and said we have another person who’s burnt up in the building. 

Q: At this point, had the second plane crashed into the second building? 

A: In all honesty, everything happened so fast, and it was so hectic that | 
wasn’t really paying attention to it. It seemed like, you know, all the ashes were falling, it 
was just a big mess. Everybody was screaming, so | don’t really know. | just know what 
was going on as far as me and my partner were concerned. So, when we went to the 
second building, | think it was the second building, and we seen a guy burnt up, 
downstairs in the lobby. So we carried him, and we brought him on our stretcher, it was 
parked by the ambulance. We put him in the stretcher, while we’re taking care of him 
we’re seeing everybody running out of the second building and it was just like everybody 
running, everybody trying to just get outta there. So it’s like, okay, fine, we’re taking care 
of this guy. We had to just cool down his wounds. He was burnt up, he had like 90% 
burns over his body. Like first, second degree burns. A couple third degree burns also. 
So we took care of him, got an IV in him, and were ready to transport him. The Lieutenant 
on the scene said don’t take him yet cause there’s more patients coming down. | waited 
for a few minutes, maybe five minutes. And it was like a cluster, so -- | just decided, you 
know, let me take this guy, cause he started having shortness of breath. | couldn’t call for 
anything to stabilize him, cause there was a mess there, you know, before | intubated him. 
So | said, let me take him to the hospital. So as | was pulling off, I'd say about half a block 
away, we heard a big boom, and we seen a whole bunch of ashes, everything just started 
coming towards us. So | actually stopped the ambulance for thirty seconds and | looked. 


My partner was in the back he said stop the ambulance. So | stopped and | looked, and | 
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seen all the debris coming. So! said close the bus. Cause at this point everyone started 
running towards the ambulance, | mean, you know, we had one critical patient there, so | 
said let me just get this guy to the hospital. So he closed the ambulance. And as I'm 
driving, people are running and debris is coming down. Debris is coming down and 
hitting the bus. I’m just driving, driving, | drove up a one-way, | think it was Second 
Avenue. One of those major avenues. And | drove halfway up to Cornell, and then | got on 
the right way, and | drove the rest of the way up to Cornell. When we got to Cornell, | think 
I gave a notification, when | got to Cornell, they immediately took the patient in and they 
intubated the patient. As | was leaving they said the second building fell. When the 
second building fell, | said well, we gotta get back there. So we went back there, where 
they told us to go to Battery Park triage. So we went to Battery Park. When we went there 
now, they said that there was a gas leak. So | had the ambulance parked, and | was 
actually on the other side of the street, they said that there’s a gas leak, get outta there. | 
didn’t have enough time to jump into the ambulance, so | just started going towards--with 
the crowd, running more or less until there was a bus that me and my partner jumped in 
and we went to Pier 94. When we got to Pier 94, it seemed like it was a false alarm. 

Q: Do you know whos vehicle it was you jumped into? 

A: My partner knew who it was, but | think they were from Manhattan. I'd 


never seen the guy before. 


Q: Was it a Fire Department vehicle? 

A It was EMS, yeah, EMS vehicle. 

Q: Who was your partner that day? 

A Suarez, he’s a new paramedic. And we jumped in that ambulance, and 


whoever the guy was drove all the way to Pier 94. All three of us were in the front. When 
we got there, we found out that it was more or less a false alarm, so | walked back towards 
my vehicle, but they wouldn’t let us over there. By the time | got over there the vehicle 
was already gone. So | said, oh well, you know. So | jumped in with 31 Young, who is 


Paramedic Smiley and Paramedic Rivera. And basically | stayed with them all day, and 
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what we did is we went back towards City Hall Park to see if anyone was needing triage, if 
anybody needed us. But by then they already had a major triage center set up, so nobody 
needed us. We were trying to go where we were needed. Cause you know, we didn’t 
really have anybody really telling us what to do over the airway so, we finally wound up on 
the backside of BMCC where we set up a triage center, us and a couple BLS. Finally some 
lieutenants came over and they said okay, you guys stay over here, just in case, cause one 
of the buildings was on fire. The last building to fall was on fire. He said it might drop. So 
we waited there to see if anything was going to happen. The only thing that happened was 
that the building dropped. We waited to see if anybody was hurt, but everybody seemed 
to be evacuated, everything was fine. So from there, we stayed there for a few hours. You 
know, just triaging, waiting. And after that, it seemed like it was okay. So another 
lieutenant came there and said well, they might need some paramedics at Ground Zero. 
They were saying something about there were amputated patients there who, once they 
get them out of the rubble, they’re gonna need us to start lines, whatever and get them to 
the nearest hospital. So we went back to Ground Zero. There we reported to another 
Lieutenant who | really, | really didn’t keep any names. But! know that it was really hectic 
over there. So we reported there, all four paramedics, and we were like, okay, we’re here 
and we’re ready to help if anybody needs any help from us. And we basically just stood 
there, and what we did there was, if anybody got cut...it was minor triage more or less. 
The seemed to have everything under control there. So basically, we just stayed there 
Waiting, just on stand-by. We pulled our ambulance into their little bay, into their bay, and 
we just waited there. But around 2:30, you know, | realized there’s nothing we can really 
do here. There’s nothing going on here, it was more like a BLS thing, you know, minor 
cuts, abrasions, whatever. By then, my partner already worked over 30 hours so he was 
really tired. So | talked to the lieutenant, | said, you know, we’re really not needed here. 
l’'ve been here since 8:30 this morning, you know, can you release us? So basically... 


Q: This is 2:30 in the morning? 
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A: 2:30 in the morning, yeah. So basically after that, we seen that there’s 
nothing that we could do, so he released us and we came back to Brooklyn. That was it. 
So you know, that day I thank my lucky stars. Cause you know, | think that if | would have 
actually waited around for more patients, | think instead of seeing the rubble coming 
towards me and I’m booking, | think the rubble would’ve actually hit the bus with the guy 
in there. | think it would have been a very bad situation. So for some reason | said, you 
know, I’m not staying, I’m leaving. It was kind of like a free-for-all, because, you know, 
what happened was, when we got there, we thought everything was okay, everything is 
calm. Maybe the little plane hit and it’s causing all this. But | guess when the second 
plane hit, that’s when all hell broke loose. And that’s when everybody realized, you know, 
nothing’s calm. Everything just went crazy after that. | mean, | did what | had to do, I took 
one patient, we took care of it and got him to the hospital. And you know, | did say, well | 
saved one person. | know | did save one person, and that’s all that matters. | was there 
for X Amount of hours and | did one good thing. And my partner too. 

Q: Everything you did was good. 

A: Well, yeah. | mean, you know, everything | did was good. But |! feel good 
that I did get that guy to the hospital. As a matter of fact, | looked at the ACR and the guy 
lived not far from where | lived. So | think that two days later | went over to the address 
and | thought his wife was there, but it was his mother. And his mother happens to bea 
nurse at Methodist Hospital. | approached here. Because | heard on the news that they 
said, well we don’t know what’s going on. A lot of family members, they don’t know 
what’s going on with the people in the building. So | said, let me go over there and let her 
know where her son is, where her husband is (I thought it was his wife.) When | got there, 
it was the mother. | told her, this is where your son is, this is the condition that he was in. 
And she was very happy about it, you know she was real happy. And | felt good too, you 
know, | felt good. Everything worked out. He was pretty bad though, he was real bad. But 
you know, | never really contacted them again. Maybe one day when everything calms 


down, hopefully I'll hear that he’s still alive and that he’s coming out of the hospital, you 
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know? But it was a situation, and at the time, you know, you’re not really thinking about it, 
you know you're just like okay, let me just do what | have to do. And you know, I’m pretty 
much like, | was in the Army, so I pretty much know how to keep my cool. And the triage 
also helped a lot. Cause | think if | didn’t know that, | probably would have had everybody 
on my bus. Because everybody had the M.I. or seizures, but it was just, everyone was in 
shock. They couldn’t believe it, you know? So it’s like, let me just triage this one, triage, 
this one, you have an M.I.? Have you had a history before? You take any medicine? No, 
okay, you get a green tag. And that’s all it was. But as we started getting more towards it, 
it started getting more serious. Then when we got that guy, that guy saved my life too. 
That’s the main thing | tell everybody. | might have saved his life, but he definitely saved 
me and my partners’ life. That’s what me and my partner say. It was just a blessing, you 
know? You know, that’s it. That’s all | got to say. Yeah, that’s it. 

A: This concludes my interview with Paramedic Andre Cherrington. The time 


now is 1725 hours. 


